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At Doha International Kindergarten, we work alongside our parents and the local community to
ensure our children and families are safe on the roads.

Children are taught various aspects of traffic safety through the curriculum however, due to
their age and developmental stage, it is important that parents are also committed to helping

to ensure the safety of the children at the School.

The Developmental Age of Kindergarten (KG) Children Regarding Traffic Safety

This varies depending on their cognitive, physical, and socio-emotional development however,
KG children (3 - 6 years old), at this stage, are still developing crucial skills necessary for
understanding and practising traffic safety.

Developmental capabilities concerning traffic safety:

Cognitive Development
o KG children are beginning to understand basic traffic rules and signals, such as stop signs
and traffic lights.
e They can comprehend simple instructions related to pedestrian safety, like looking both
ways before crossing the street.
o They may struggle with abstract concepts and may not fully grasp the consequences of
not following traffic rules.
Physical Development
o KG children are refining their gross motor skills, which are essential for safely navigating
pavements and streets.
o They are learning to coordinate their movements but may still have difficulty judging
distances and speeds of approaching vehicles.
Social-emotional Development
e KG children are developing their impulse control and ability to follow rules.
e They may still exhibit impulsive behaviours and may require constant reminders and
supervision to stay safe near traffic.
e They are starting to understand the concept of danger but may not always recognize
potential hazards in their environment.
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Given these developmental stages, it's essential to provide age-appropriate education and
guidance on traffic safety for KG children. In lessons we cover the following and would ask
parents to also encourage these safety precautions:

Teaching simple and clear rules for crossing the street safely, such as holding hands with an
adult and waiting for the "walk" signal.

Reinforcing the importance of staying on sidewalks and using designated crosswalks.
Practising looking both ways before crossing and listening for approaching vehicles.

Using visual aids, such as picture books or videos, to illustrate traffic safety concepts in a way
that KG children can understand.

Providing consistent supervision and modelling safe behaviour around traffic.

While KG children are capable of learning basic traffic safety skills, they still require significant
support and supervision from adults to navigate roads safely, therefore it is crucial to tailor
education and guidance from teachers and parents to their developmental level, to help
prevent accidents and injuries.

Safety Precautions and Routines at Doha International Kindergarten

Drop Off and Pick Up Area

e Designated one way drop-off and pick-up area is established to minimize congestion and
ensure the safety of children.

o Parents should adhere to a quick drop-off and pick-up time to avoid overcrowding.
(Should parents wish to have a longer conversation with the Teacher, then please park
away from the School gate)

o Parents are asked to queue in an orderly way in front of the School and adhere to
instructions given by security staff.

¢ Parents are requested to keep the access to the gate to School clear at all times.

e Parents are requested to be mindful of other road users and keep roads as clear as
possible.

Speed Limits and Traffic Signs

o Strict adherence to speed limits within school area is imperative and slow approach to
the School gate/drop off/pickup area is essential.

o Please adhere to all traffic and safety signs in the School’s vicinity.

No Cell Phone Use While Driving

e Parents must refrain from using cell phones while driving in school area or when
dropping off/picking up children.

e Texting, calling, or any form of distraction should be avoided to ensure full attention to
the road and surroundings.
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Seat Belt and Child Safety Seat Regulations
o All children must be securely fastened in appropriate child safety seats or seat belts
according to their age, weight, and height.
Pedestrian Safety
» Encourage parents to use designated crossings when walking with their children to and
from School.
e Parents are reminded to hold their children's hands when leaving the School gate, and
crossing streets, and when appropriate, to wait for the signal.
Modelling Safe Behaviour
o Parents should model safe pedestrian and traffic behaviours for their children.
o Parents are encouraged to discuss the importance of traffic safety with their children
and reinforce these principles at home.
Community Engagement
o Collaborate with local law enforcement agencies to enforce traffic safety regulations
around the school.
e Organize informational sessions or workshops for parents on safe driving practices and
traffic laws.
Feedback
e Parents are encouraged to provide feedback on traffic and pedestrian safety concerns.
o Regularly review and update the traffic safety policy based on feedback and observed
issues.
Consequences for Violations
o Consequences for violating traffic safety policies around the School, potentially putting
children in danger, may lead to discussions with the Head of the School and appropriate
constraints put in place.
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