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Transition describes the movement that takes place from one familiar setting, including the home, to
another. This policy describes the process to support children in settling into their new learning
environment, in preparation for future learning and development.

Pupils at Doha International Kindergarten naturally will see three transition periods:

e Home (Nursery) to Kindergarten
o Kindergarten to Reception
e Reception to Year 1

Each of these transitions is unique with its own challenges and expectations.
Aims:

e We want our children to experience smooth transitions so that the quality of learning is
mai. .tained and children continue to make the very best progress.

e  Make a happy transition from home to school and year group to year group.

e  Support all children towards independence and develop confidence and ability to cope with
change.

e Give pupils a clear understanding of the new expectations ahead of them.

e Ensure that any relevant information from outside agencies is acknowledged and acted upon
particularly in regard to children who might be considered vulnerable.

e Encourage all parents to be partners in their child’s education.

e  Assist parents in helping their child prepare for school and transition to each new phase.

For a smooth transition, there are many factors to consider:

e Teaching and learning are similar at the point of transition.

e Planning is based upon assessment from the previous class or setting.

e The approach to teaching and learning will meet the needs of the individual classes without
preconceived notions of what is appropriate for the key stage.

e Children should enjoy new approaches at transition.

e Transition should motivate and challenge children.

e The quality and pace of learning are maintained so that children continue to make good
progress.

e Transition should be seen as a process rather than event.

e Parents and children should be informed and actively involved within the transition process.
Meetings between staff and parents prior to a transition will allow a transfer of information and
for any questions to be answered.
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Transition from Home/Nursery to Kindergarten

Once a place in the Kindergarten has been confirmed, arrangements for transition are communicated to
parents in writing. Families are invited to meet the Kindergarten team and receive further information
about the setting and the settling-in process. There is an opportunity for the child to have a taster
session just prior to starting the school and in some cases a home visit may be arranged prior to starting
the school.

In the first two weeks of the first term, staff will discuss with the parents, the child’'s progress with
regular, daily updates, either verbally or in writing. Information obtained during this time will assist the
teacher in planning but also allow parents to reinforce what is happening in the Kindergarten.

Transition from Kindergarten to Reception Class

Kindergarten children are generally confident about the move to Reception, given they share the
outdoor space and have daily interactions with the Reception teaching team. In the second half of Term
3, the Reception teachers lead some sessions in the Kindergarten, and Kindergarten children spend
some time in their new class. Children new to the school and joining in Reception will be given the
opportunity of a taster day with their peers, and to meet the teachers.

Transition meetings take place at the end of the Term 3 between Kindergarten and Reception staff at
which the child’s EYFS Profile and important pastoral information is discussed.

Transition from EYFS to Year 1

Transition from the Reception to Year 1 presents a unique challenge as children move from the play-
based approach of the Early Years Foundation Stage to the demands of the National Curriculum. During
Term 3, Year 1 teachers spend time in the Reception classrooms and outside space with the children
they will be receiving. Also at this time, children will visit the Year 1 classrooms and take part in an
activity morning with their new teacher/s.

At the end of the academic year, Reception teachers will meet with Year 1 teachers to show the pupil
passport, reports and to discuss any pastoral issues. They will discuss any recommendations for
intervention ready for the child’s start in August.

During the first two teams in Year 1, children experience a gradual transition from the play-based
approach to teaching and learning they have experienced within the EYFS, to a structure with more
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whole-class, teacher-led sessions. At the start of the year, key aspects of the learning environment are
familiar to the children, such as areas of continuous provision both inside the classroom and outdoors.
Teachers gradually increase the amount of whole class teaching and independent work, with more
whole class lessons delivered alongside opportunities for play-based learning.

Parents During Transition

Clear and informative discussions between teachers/school and parents are vital during any transition
period. Parents will be invited to meet teachers and discuss their child’s needs prior to any transition
period.

Parents will be invited to meet with the Year 1 teachers and see the classrooms prior to their child
starting and also invited into the classroom one morning during the first week of school to see the
layout of the class, where their child sits and what activities they may be doing. This is an excellent
opportunity to ask more questions and find out more information.

Information booklets are sent to parents before the transition from Reception to Year 1 due to the
change in location and the step away from Early Years and into Key Stage 1 and National Curriculum.
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